Marriage amendment ballots of 2004: could state residents read them?
Close to 43% of adults have difficulties reading and understanding printed materials. Given the fact that so many American adults have difficulty reading basic text, we were interested in looking at the readability levels of the marriage amendment ballots of the 2004 election. Results indicated, with the exception of two states, a mismatch between the educational levels and the readability levels of the proposed amendments. Legal recognition of same-sex civil marriages can be considered a mental health public policy issue and therefore public health professionals should advocate for easier to read and understand ballots.